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Drosera slackii is an attractive evergreen rosetted sundew endemic to the Cape 

Region of South Africa. It was named in honour of the well known carnivorous plant 

grower, and author, Adrian Slack (Cheek, 1987). 

This sundew forms a flat rosette up to 8 cm across which over time forms a very 

short stem. There are two distinctive features of this species’ leaves: their pan- 

durate (guitar body) shape and the few coarse appressed red hairs on their under¬ 

surfaces. The leaf shape is due to the development of two flared edges to the base of 

the otherwise narrowly wedge-shaped leaves. Each spring mature plants produce 

one scape, or rarely two, which rise to 40 cm tall (Figure 1). The scapes have a 

strongly down-curved base and a dense cover of red short-stalked glands. The dark- 

pink petalled flowers are up to 2.5 cm across and have contrasting white stamens. 

The cytology of this species has been found to be 2n=40, which is equal to that 

of other Drosera species from the region, namely: D. admirabilis, D. uenusta, D. 

capensis and some forms of D. aliciae (Bennett & Cheek, 1990; Rothfels and 

Hermburger, 1968). 

The natural habitat of this sundew is the small peaty wetlands of the 

Kleinriviersberg Mountains and the southern Kogelberg, between 70 and 100 km 

south-east of Cape Town. In the Kleinriviersberge this species is known from the 

boggy beginnings of at least two streams, and includes the type location. In this 

area it grows in the company of D. admirabilis, D. aliciae, D. capensis, D. x corinthi- 

aca (=D. aliciae x D. glabripes), Utricularia bisquamata, and the sticky-leaved 

Roridula gorgonias. In the southern Kogelberg this species has been collected in the 

Palmiet River catchment and has narrower leaves than those of populations to the 

east. In both areas the plants grow in locations which receive precipitation through¬ 

out the year thanks to the not infrequent summer mists. These areas also experi¬ 

ence periodic fires, which remove the above-ground growth of this sundew, but it 

readily resprouts from the roots. 

Drosera slackii is an easy plant in cultivation, preferring a peat-based mix, a 

deep pot, water year-round, and plenty of sun. Whilst not experiencing frost in its 

natural habitat it is mildly frost tolerant and will  resprout from the roots if  the 

rosette is damaged. It is easily propagated by leaf cuttings, root cuttings and, when 

available, seed. 

In conclusion, Drosera slackii is a distinctive and attractive South African sun¬ 

dew named after one of the key figures in raising the awareness and delight in 

growing carnivorous plants worldwide. It is a living jewel, which is appropriately 

named in honour of Adrian Slack. 
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Figure 1: Drosera slackii flowering in the wild. 
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It Just Sprang Up Out of the Peat! 

Robert Cantley • Borneo Exotics (Pvt) Ltd. • 262 B/5 Millagahawatta • Hokandara 

Road • Thalawathugoda • Sri Lanka • bomeo@lanka.net 

I first met Adrian in the mid-1980s, when he was running his famous nursery, 

Marston Exotics. At that time I had a very small nursery in Borneo, growing and export¬ 

ing Nepenthes. Adrian’s enthusiasm for car¬ 

nivorous plants was such that he was one of 

my first customers, and I regularly sent small 

shipments of plants to his nursery. I finally 

got the chance to meet him whilst on vacation 

in England in 1984 and was immediately 

struck by his enormous energy and enthusi¬ 

asm. After a tour of his nursery we retired to 

his local Public House (i.e. a bar), the 

Castlebrook Inn in Compton Dunden for a few 

beers. I was surprised, when just after enter¬ 

ing the pub, Adrian clambered up onto a table 

and announced: “Listen everybody, this is my 

good friend Robert who has come all the way 

from Borneo.” Naturally, many of the regulars 

there knew Adrian well and smiled fondly to 

themselves, however there were a number of 

people who, like myself, were from out of 

town, and I can still clearly remember their 

surprised expressions. Adrian signed a copy of 

his book for me that day. His ‘signing1 rans to 

a whole page, and that book is now one of my 

most treasured possessions. 

In 1985, while jungle trekking in Borneo, 

I stumbled across a Nepenthes plant with the 

largest pitchers I had ever seen. It was a 
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Figure 1: Nepenthes rajah x burbidgeae, 
photo Robert Cantley 
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